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Rabbi Ari Shvat

The Hasmonean State as a Precedent for Our Relationship
With a Non-Religious Jewish State
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1. Rambam, Chanukah, 3, 1
In the period of the second Temple, the kings of Greece issued decrees against the Jews,
invalidated their religion, and did not allow them to observe Torah and mitzvot. They
confiscated their money and their daughters, and they broke into the sanctuary and
defiled the pure. And the Jews suffered greatly, and they were very intensely pressured.
Until the G-d of their fathers had mercy on them and rescued them from their hands and
saved them, and the sons of Chashmonai the high priests, rose up and killed them (the
Greeks) and saved the Jews from their hands, and they appointed a king from the priests,
and Jewish sovereignty returned for more than 200 years until the destruction of the
second Temple.
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2. Letters of the Rambam, p. 64- 65
Even if there were to be two Jewish states, and one of them has better deeds and is more
precise in their performance of mitzvot than the other - a G-d fearing person is obliged to
leave that whose actions are worse and move to the superior state... This is true even
when there are two Jewish states. But, if the place is amongst non-Jews, how much more
so that a Jew who lives there is obligated to leave and go to a good place.
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3. Letter of R. Chasdai ibn Shiprut, p. 3
For if I knew that it is correct (that there is a Kuzarian Jewish State), | would be revolted
with my honor and abandon my high post... and hasten over the mountains, oceans, and
dry land, until I arriving to your kingdom™.
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4. Ramban, Sefer HaMitzvot, no. 4
We are commanded to inherit the Land that G-d gave to our forefathers, to Avraham,
Yitzchak and Ya’acov, and not to leave it in the hands of the other nations or to
desolation. And He said to them: ‘and you should inherit the Land and settle in it,
because I have given you the Land to inherit.'... And the Torah details this mitzvah in her
exact borders, “From the mountain of Emori... the Negev, the (Great) Sea...”. This is
what our rabbis call milchemet... chova (an obligatory war) as the war of Yehoshua to
conquer (Israel)... understand, that this mitzvah is to conquer... is a positive mitzva for
every generation.
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5. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 561, 1
One who sees the cities of Judea in their destruction must say: “your holy cites have
become desert(ed)”, and tear his clothes.
6. Mishna Brura, ibid, 2-
Even if Jews live there, they are considered to be in their destruction, because Arabs rule
over them.
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7. Rambam, Tshuva 9, 2
The only difference between the days of mashiach and this world, is the servitude to other
nations.
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8. Maharal, G’vurot Hashem, ch. 18
And in the future, the messianic kingdom which will be re-established, will be a new
kingdom, which will come out of the previous kingdom that preceded it. This is because
the holy kingdom of Israel, which has an inherently G-dly level, will grow from within an
unholy kingdom.
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9. Micha 4, 8, Malbim
And you, barn of the flock, fortress of the daughter of Zion, your flock will return to you,
and the first government will arrive, kingdom of the daughter of Yerushalayim.



Redemption will come in three stages... symbolized by the transition from a small "barn"
to a majestic "fortress"”, as follows:

a. In the beginning “daughter of Zion your flock will return to you” - that the exiles
will begin to be gathered. Afterwards:

b. “and the first kingdom will arrive” - a small government will be set up, which
has a small amount of rule and leadership, just as the Jews had in the early days
before they had a king, when they had judges leading them. After that:

c. there will be a “kingdom of the daughter of Yerushalayim” - they will have an
eternal kingdom, that of the house of David, the king of mashiach will rule over this
permanent kingdom
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10. Yechezkel 36, 20- 25

And they came to the nations, and they defiled My Name when they are told: “This is G-
d's nation? And they were exiled from their Land!" But | had pity for My holy Name,
which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations... Therefore say to the house of
Israel: Thus said the L-rd G-d: “I do not do this for your sake, Israel, but for My holy
Name, which you have profaned among the nations. And | will sanctify My great Name,
which has been profaned among the nations, which ye have profaned among them; and
the nations shall know that | am the L-rd, says the Lord G-d, when | shall be sanctified in
you before their eyes. For | will take you from among the nations, and gather you out of
all the countries, and will bring you into your own Land. And | will sprinkle pure water
upon you, and you shall be pure; from all your impurity, and from all your idols, will |
cleanse you.

11. Rashi: They (Israel) humiliated My Honor. How? When their enemies said about us:
their G-d wasn't capable of saving neither His Nation nor His Land!
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And He brings a redeemer to their children’s descendents for His Name’s sake, with love.
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G-d listen, G-d forgive, G-d heed and take action without delay, for Your sake G-d, for
Your Name rests upon Your city and Your nation.
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